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        DISABILITY FORUMS
Thursday April 7th, 2011
10.30 am – 12.30 pm

“Why would you want to be a Disability Support Worker?”
Without those people who provide the direct, ‘hands-on’ support, there would be no services available to people with disabilities in our community. But as our population ages and the prevalence of disabilities increases, there is a looming crisis in our ability to recruit and retain enough disability support workers.
What are the things that attract people to begin working in this area and, perhaps more importantly, why do many of them stay working in the disability area for many years? We expect them to work all hours, to carry out all sorts of tasks from simple household chores to complex medication procedures and at times, to make life and death decisions in an emergency. For this, we pay them little, provide very little training and often offer only minimal support to them.
As Sundram wrote, ‘We have required of direct-care staff the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, and the caring of Florence Nightingale all for the wages of a janitor’
So, “Why would you want to be a Disability Support Worker?”
Peter Cookson
Peter is a PhD Research student in Disability Studies at Flinders University, School of Medicine. Peter has spent most of the past 40 years working in the disability area as a special educator, support worker, ‘job coach’ and coordinator of support services. For the past three years, he has surveyed and interviewed support workers from ten agencies across Adelaide to attempt to answer this question.

Everyone with an interest in this topic is invited to attend

There will be opportunities to ask questions and to network with others

Morning tea provided including gluten free options, water, tea and coffee
Cost: A gold coin donation
Bookings required

Please RSVP to library staff via email: library@dircsa.org.au

Or ring on (08) 8236 0555 to indicate your interest
DIRC provides access via limited parking, wheelchair accessibility, a hearing loop, microphone and accessible toilets. If you have other needs related to access please indicate when booking and we will try to accommodate your needs. 

DIRC (Disability Information and Resource Centre)
195 Gilles St Adelaide SA 5000

Ph 8236 0555 Fax 8236 0566 SA only 1300 305 558
