  	




Addressing Homelessness Amongst Persons with a Disability:
Identifying and Enacting Best Practice
	
INFORMATION SHEET FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS-
Guide for Recruitment 


A research partnership that includes Adelaide University, Hanover Welfare Services Melbourne Citymission, and the University of Melbourne is undertaking a study on the experiences of homelessness' and housing crisis among people with a disability. This National Homelessness Research Project is funded by the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA).

About the research
Across Australia there is little available research evidence about the homelessness and housing experiences of people with a disability. This research will begin to address this gap in our knowledge by: 

· Asking 40 people with a disability to identify their pathways into homelessness and the types of services that have helped or would help to prevent or limit their experience of homelessness and housing crisis. 

· Reviewing literature to identify effective strategies for keeping people with mobility, sensory and intellectual disabilities (including acquired brain injury) out of homelessness; 

· Assessing the overall level of risk of homelessness (primary, secondary and tertiary) amongst the population with a disability through the analysis of two large datasets (HILDA and the ABS General Social Survey) 

Findings from this study of the study will be used to:

· Develop policy and service delivery options that prevent or intervene early to reduce harm caused by homelessness amongst people with mobility, sensory and intellectual disabilities.

How can you and your service assist with the research ?

We are seeking your assistance to identify participants and help them initiate contact with us.

Who is the target group?
People over 18 years  who have experienced difficulty finding and / or maintaining housing AND have one or more of the following disabilities:
· sensory 
· physical disability
· mild intellectual disabilities 
· acquired brain injury.

All participants must be competent to give consent and to participate



What’s involved for participants?
· A face-to-face interview lasting between 45-60 minutes.
· The interview will take place at the service provider’s (i.e. your) location.
· The interview will be recorded, to ensure an accurate record of what they say. 

Voluntary participation
· Participation in the project is voluntary. Participants are free to withdraw from the study at any time. 
· The decision to participate, or not, will not affect participants’ access to any services and support now or into the future. 

Confidentiality
· All information is completely CONFIDENTIAL. Information collected will be held by the research team in a locked filing cabinet  .

Participant reimbursement
· Each participant will receive a $50 gift card in recognition of their time and assistance with the research.

Availability of support if needed
· All participants will be asked if they would like to speak further with someone after the interview, in case of any distress which arises through discussing their housing circumstances and needs.  This would normally be their case manager or support worker.

How can you assist with recruitment?
1. Identify eligible individuals 
2. Inform individuals about the research
3. Provide eligible individuals who are interested in participating with a participant information sheet
4. Allow them to use a phone at your service to contact the researcher 
5. Support the researcher in having access to service locations where recruitment and interviewing can take place.  

When to start recruiting?
As soon as possible !

Thank you for your support and assistance.

Who to contact about this research

Deb Batterham 
03 9288 9811
Or 1800 220 575
dbatterham@hanover.org.au

This research project has been approved by the University of Adelaide’s Human Research Ethics Committee, Approval Number : H-147-2010..  For more information regarding ethical approval of the project contact the Secretary of the Human Research Committee, Sabine Schreiber, on 08 8303 6028
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