





Addressing Homelessness Amongst persons with a Disability

Information sheet
Who is doing this research?
A group of researchers (from Adelaide University, Hanover Welfare Services, Melbourne Citymission and the University of Melbourne) with an interest in disability, housing and homelessness.  The research is funded by Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA)
What is the research about?
We will be speaking with people who have a physical, sensory, intellectual disability or acquired brain injury (ABI), 
We want to learn about:
· any difficulties you have experienced in finding and maintaining housing;
· services you have used and how they could be improved to assist people with a disability to find and secure housing; 
· who or what has helped you to find and maintain housing.
The research is being conducted in both Melbourne and Adelaide.
 How will the research be used? 
· To develop policies and services to better assist people with physical, sensory and intellectual disabilities or an acquired brain injury.
· To inform the wider community about the housing and homelessness issues faced by people with a disability 
Who can take part in this research?
We would like to speak with you if you are currently:
· 18 years of age or over
· Have a physical, sensory or intellectual disability or an acquired brain injury
· Have experienced a housing crisis or homelessness now or in the past. 
What will I have to do if I take part?
An (audio-taped) interview that will take about 45 minutes. The interview will take place at your local service
Reimbursement for participation
· You will be reimbursed with a $50 gift card for your participation.

Voluntary Participation 
· Participation is voluntary. If you choose not to participate, this will not affect any support or accommodation you receive from any community services
· You can refuse to answer any particular question
· You can withdraw from the study at any time..
Confidentiality- What you tell us will be kept as private as possible
We will protect your anonymity and the confidentiality of your responses within the limits of the law. 
How will we do this?
· Your recorded interview will be transcribed and turned into a typed interview document. We will remove your name from this document and replace it with a false name. We will also remove any references to personal information that might allow someone to guess your identity. Only the researchers participating in the project will see the typed interview document.
· If you are quoted in the final research report, you will be referred to by the false name. 
· Your real name and any contact details you supply to us will be kept in a password-protected computer file that is separate from any data that you supply.  This information will only be used by the researchers, with your permission, to send you the brief summary of the research findings when the study is completed. 
· All the information you give us will be kept securely at Adelaide University for five years from the date of publication, before being destroyed.
Are there any risks for me in being involved with the project?
This project will not 
· put you at any physical risk; or
· affect the accommodation or support you are getting at the moment or at any time in the future. 
We do understand that talking about your past housing and accommodation or your disability may make you feel uneasy. At the end of the interview we will take time to see that you are feeling OK. If you need any further assistance we will contact your case worker or another worker at the service that is supporting you and ask them to arrange to meet with you as soon as possible.
If you would like to participate or find out more about the study ….
Please contact the researchers directly on: 1800 220 575 (Deb Batterham) or dbatterham@hanover.org.au. 
OR let your case worker know and they will assist you to make contact with the researchers. 
What happens now?
If you agree to participate we will make a time to meet and interview you. 
Please keep this information sheet, as you might want to discuss it with friends or family. 
Thanks for taking the time to read this and for any help that you are able to give us with this study.
This research project has been approved by University of Adelaide Human Research Ethics Committee, Approval Number : H-147-2010..  For more information regarding ethical approval of the project contact the Secretary of the Human Research Committee, Sabine Schreiber, on 08 8303 6028
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